
 

Section 5 

West Bromwich the Chicago of the Midlands 

Just three of the West Bromwich companies  

who were renown across the world 

West Bromwich became known as “The Chicago of the Midlands”. When coal mining ceased it was 
still the centre for many famous industries and the products produced  were sent all over the world. 
The following is just a tiny example of these companies. 



 

Who hasn’t got Salter’s kitchen scales or bathroom 
scales in their home. 

Salter’s name is known all over the world, but West 
Bromwich has nothing to remember that this great 
business started in this town, except for George 
Salters Academy.  

This statement appears on Salter’s current  
website: 

For over 250 years, Salter Housewares, the UK’s 

leading weighing scales brand have been  

manufacturing precision  technology for the home. 

From their beginnings in 1760 right through to the 

present day, Salter’s products have been developed 

to enable total confidence in their accuracy. Salter 

began life in 1760 in the village of Bilston, England. 

At this time Richard Salter, a spring maker, began 

making ‘pocket steelyards’, a scale similar to the 

fisherman’s scale of today. By 1825 his nephew 

George had taken over the company, which became 

known as George Salter & Co. and later established 

a large, well equipped manufacturing site in the town 

of West Bromwich. From here the company  

produced a wide variety of scales including the UK’S 

first bathroom scale!  Other items were added to the 

range, including irons, mincers, potato chippers, coin

-operated machines and another ‘first’ for the UK, 

the type-writer.  

Located in the United Kingdom, Italy, USA, Canada 

and Australia with distribution to over 100 countries 

worldwide, Salter scales are still the UK’s leader in 

kitchen and bathroom scales, which would no doubt 

delight George Salter, who pioneered the concept in 

this country.” 

 

George Salter & Company Limited 



 

Just a few of the many spring businesses that used to be in West Bromwich 



Kingfisher 

 An early photograph of The Fisher Furniture Co. Ltd., which became Kingfisher Limited in 1910.  A 
Benjamin Fisher started the business in High Street, West Bromwich, in about 1820, moved to  
Paradise Street, and eventually to Charles Street, Great Bridge.  In about 1860 the business 
passed to William Fisher, Benjamin’s son.  

They produced a variety of furniture for public halls, canteens,  and schools, etc. They also did 
work for the Queen Mary Liner and the Festival Hall in London, plus many other prestigious build-
ings. 

Kingfisher’s school desks were famous all over the world and, I’m sure, we all remember sitting at 
the desk made for two pupils with the sliding cover over the ink wells.   

Courtesy of Terry Price 





Kenrick & Jefferson 

Stationery Manufacturers  

A wonderful photograph of K&Js impressive  
offices in High Street, West Bromwich, and on 
the left a photograph of the workers leaving the 
premises after work. 
 

In October 1878, John Arthur Kenrick (1829-1926), son of Archibald Kenrick, formed a partnership 
with Frederick Thomas Jefferson (1854-1920), a local solicitor’s clerk, to acquire the business of  
'The Free Press', a bankrupt Liberal newspaper in West Bromwich, which was eventually disposed of 
in 1933.  
 
From an early date Jefferson developed the printing side of the business, which moved into office 
equipment, business stationery, loose leaf binders, filing systems and even office furniture. It also 
started to produce calendars, security printing and computer requisites.  
 
By 1897 an offshoot of the printing and publishing business, the Envelope Department, had begun to 
expand significantly in its own right. Also in 1897, the huge Binding Department was set up, covering 
an impressive 13,940 square feet.  
 
Clubs and societies, recreational facilities and canteens were provided and during the First World 
War, the needs of families of employees serving in the forces were a particular concern. 
 
In 1999 the business closed and was demolished, except for the building above which was built in 
1882. 



Some of K&J’s advertisements ……………... 



J B & S Lees is the leading international brand, well known for its premium quality cold rolled 

steel strip which is manufactured in the United Kingdom in mild, carbon and alloy steel grades. The 

business is also a supplier of hardened and tempered steel strip for narrow bandsaws, pinpoint car-

bide strip and bimetallic strip for metal saws. 

Over 150 years ago, John Lees began a remarkable dynasty: he was the first of three generations of 

the same family that built J B & S Lees into one of the world’s leading steel strip producers. In 1852 he 

set up as a timber merchant and by the early 1870s he was producing iron boiler and gasometer 

plates, sheet iron and rolled iron bars. 

 

In due course he was joined in his enterprise by his three sons, John Bayley, Samuel and Charles 

Lees, who, on taking over the business from their father, purchased Albion Ironworks in West Brom-

wich. By 1872 demand for British iron was at an all-time high and an advertisement of the period 

shows the Company manufacturing "best, best-best and treble best" boiler plates, gasometer and 

bridge plates and strips for locomotive and gas tubes. 

 

During the early years of the 20th century, the third generation of the Lees family, John Lees, joined 

the firm and in 1911 switched production from wrought iron to hot rolled steel strip. Soon new manu-

facturing techniques were demanding thinner, more accurate strips with a bright smooth surface, and 

cold rolled strip was introduced. In 1937, J B & S Lees began initiating the production of hardened and 

tempered steel strip to satisfy the requirements of the aircraft industry. JB & S Lees were, in fact, the 

first UK facility to produce hardened and tempered steel strip for sawblade and manufacture. 

 

Following this, the company was asked by the British government to develop metal and wood cutting 

bandsaw strip, which could no longer be obtained from overseas. After sustained research and devel-

opment, the 'Trident Brand' of steel strip was born. The brand became internationally renowned and 

today universally symbolises high quality precision strip. 

 

The following is taken from J B & S Lees’ website and gives a comprehensive history of this very 

successful West Bromwich company, which still has a business located at Trident Works in  

Albion Road.  However, since 1960 it has no longer been in the ownership of Lees. 



In 1960, 108 years of family ownership came to an end, but the Lees' pioneering spirit gained even 

greater impetus: developments in metal cutting bandsaw equipment were demanding a material that 

possessed a very fine carbide structure not obtainable by normal methods. JB & S Lees responded with 

'Pink Label' Pinpoint Carbide strip. In 1967, following experiments in the USA, JB & S Lees developed a 

bi-metal/bimetallic strip for metal cutting by electron beam welding a narrow strip of wear-resisting high 

speed steel to a wider spring steel supporting strip. The resulting 'Gold Label' strip is now seen in band-

saw, reciprocating saw and hacksaw applications throughout the world. Manufacturers, today, com-

mend these products for their consistent high quality. 

 

The 1970s witnessed the opening of JB & S Lees' office and warehouse in the USA and increased ef-

forts placed behind exports. Between 1983 and 1985 export turnover rose from 33% to 60% of produc-

tion and culminated in the company earning the Queen's Award for Export Achievement in 1986. Alt-

hough occupying the same site since 1872, JB & S Lees has grown into one of the world’s leading pro-

ducers of high quality products, available in a wide range of specifications and sizes due to the im-

mense flexibility on hand. 

 

Today JB & S Lees capacity for higher precision products is greater than ever.”  



Another West Bromwich business that has been taken over, but still exists in its original location. 

This is an extract from Archibald Kenrick & Son Website……... 

Celebrations have been taking place at Kenrick as the West Bromwich-based hardware supplier 
marks an extraordinary 230-year anniversary. 
 
Staff toasted to the 230-year anniversary of company founder Archibald Kenrick establishing Kenrick 
in his hometown of West Bromwich. Archibald entered his very first business partnership and  
acquired his first shop in 1787. This year, the company also honours 190 years since Archibald’s son, 
Archibald Junior, joined the rapidly growing business. The company became ‘Archibald Kenrick & 
Son’ – a name it is still known by today. 

Steve Jones, managing director at Kenrick, said: “This is a really special year for our business as we 
celebrate a staggering 230 years since our founder went in to partnership with the buckle-maker 
Thomas Bolton. Archibald was a brave 27-year old entrepreneur and he set the business up for an 
extremely long heritage in the UK. The Kenrick family was well-known in the area and the company 
employed hundreds of local people. We still have a strong presence within the community and there 
are several landmarks named after our business, including the local park, Kenrick Park and the main 
road, Kenrick Way. 

“I’m really proud to be a part of this business and to see it trading successfully after many, many 
years. The company has produced all manner of products in its 230-year history and is now estab-
lished as one of the leading suppliers of quality hardware to the window and door industry. This is a 
terrific milestone for our company and I feel privileged to build on this amazing pedigree. I’m  
genuinely excited about the next phase in the future of this business.” 

Kenrick originally manufactured buckles and livery fittings from a 4,000 square yard site close to the 
Birmingham canal in West Bromwich. The company continually traded through both world wars and, 
during the Second World War, it even manufactured 7 million hand grenades and 1.5 million 2-inch 
mortar bombs, to aid the war effort. 

The company still manufactures from the same site and, for more than 100 years, has been supplying 
components for windows and doors. Today, Kenrick is known for its extensive range of hardware  
solutions for PVCu, aluminium and timber window and door systems, which is one of the widest avail-
able in the industry. Over the last 25 years, the company has launched a number of innovative hard-
ware products and has more new developments in the pipeline. 

Archibald Kenrick & Son 

Clock given to the town by Archibald Kenrick & Son, 

which still stands in Dartmouth Square. 





Below just a small sample of the items produced by Archibald Kenrick & Son……….. 



Jenson Interceptor  

 
A Brief History of Jensen Motors Ltd in West Bromwich by Richard Peckover 

(Much has been written about the Jensen marque and this is intended to give a very brief history of the 
company’s presence in West Bromwich rather than any real detail of the cars.) 

The association of Jensen with West Bromwich began, as these things often do, in a rather strange 
way. During 1931 the Jensen brothers, Alan and Richard, had resigned from their directorships of  
Patrick Motors and through a chance conversation were introduced to Mr. W.J.Smith of W.J Smith and 
Sons by George Mason the son of the proprietor of the grocery provision company of the same name. 
Smiths were a long-established local coach building company, based in Carters Green, who built  
commercial vehicle bodies onto customer supplied chassis, one of their customers being the George 
Mason company. George Masons were having issues with both the quality and the excessive weight 
of the vans being supplied by Smith’s and suggested that the Jensen Brothers could sort these issues 
out. (It should be noted that George Mason also had a financial interest in Smiths!) 

Alan and Richard joined W. J. Smith’s and during the next three years transformed the company,  
increasing productivity, quality and profitability. During this period the 86-year-old W.J. Smith had  
retired leaving Mr Alan and Mr Richard to run the company. In 1934 the company was renamed  
Jensen Motors Ltd. 

During the next five years and until the outbreak of war, they continued to build commercial vehicle 
bodies but also began to build some very special sporting vehicles. These cars soon caught the  
attention of the rich and famous, a trend which followed the marque through its lifetime! 
 
The company remained at the Carters Green site through the war period producing both ordinance 
and military vehicles. After the war two new manufacturing sites were established at Pensnett and 
Stoke on Trent to increase the build volume of the commercial vehicles. Carters Green concentrated 
on the car production, initially with a large luxury sporting saloon known as the PW (Post War),  
followed by the 4-litre saloon and convertible. Then in 1949 Jensen produced a cabriole, known as the 
Interceptor, which was later also introduced in hard top form. Production of this Interceptor model  
continued until 1957. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jensen Interceptor 

 



During this period the revolutionary 541 sports saloon was introduced, (nomenclature simply denoted 
that the model was first introduced in 1954). The bodywork of the 541was mainly formed from  
reinforced glass fibre- an industry first for a main stream vehicle manufacturer. 

Jensen were now beginning to win contracts to build, assemble or finish vehicles for other companies, 
the Austin A40 Sports was an early example of this, and it was becoming obvious that the Carters 
Green facility was being rapidly out grown and a larger manufacturing facility was becoming necessary. 
One of the requirements for the new facility was for it to be in the West Bromwich locality to ensure the 
skilled workforce, built up over the years, was retained. Some of these employees had joined W.J. 
Smiths in the 1920s and remained with Jensen until their retirement in the 1960s/70s! 

A new factory was eventually acquired in Kelvin Way, West Bromwich during the mid 1950s. Initially 
this took on the lucrative contract assembly work, or in some cases partial assembly, of vehicles for 
other manufacturers. These contracts were comparatively low volume vehicles or vehicle derivatives 
which would have disrupted production in the parent companies own high volume environments. 

These included the Austin-Healey, the Austin Gypsy and the A95/A105 Westminster Estate car bodies. 
Several more contracts were to follow and continue through to the late 1960s. 

The Jensen car assembly moved to the Kelvin Way site in the early 1960s and continued with the 541S 
model: the last department to move from Carters Green being the Service Department. (Several  
owners would return their cars for service from their homes around the world!) 

Jensen car production through the early to mid 1960s remained very low with the 541S and its replace-
ment the CV8 in 1963. The main revenue came from the contract assembly which included models 
from Volvo, BMC and The Rootes Group. 

The Jensen Brothers left the company after a boardroom dispute regarding the replacement for the 
CV8. The Italian designed replacement became the most well- known Jensen model in the form of the 
Interceptor and its 4-wheel drive derivative the FF. Production of the Interceptor continued in various 
guises until the company closed in May 1976. 

After closure two associated companies were formed and continued on the Kelvin Way site, namely 
Jensen Special Products and Jensen Parts and Service, both of which remained there for a few years. 
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SWITCHES 

 A few other West Bromwich businesses that no longer exist 
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